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CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS 


The Ostend to Vienna express mak 
unscheduled stop in the Waiting Room 
at Frankfurt 


As it waited at a signal at Westerfield 
(GER), in September 1900, the boil f 
this 0-6-0 exploded, The driver and 


fireman were killed and the bo 
hurled fifty yards, ending up on th 
station platform 


Aftermath of the co tTt 
Nest Junction (CLC), near M 
27th August 190 


Problems o: 


Salvaging 4-6-0 No. 204 


Goswick d 


The breakdow 
accident photograg 
The occasion 


Scotch expr 


A GWR eng 
to this fatal 
Cornwall, 189) 


Another Scotch exg 
Double-headed, th 
8 goods in fog at Bo 
Glasgow & South W 
4th February 189 


Photos: All author's collec 


Front cover and title page 

The wreck of the Scotch express 
at Thirsk in 1892, the result of a 
Signalman falling asleep on duty 
(Full details elsewhere) 

Photos; Author's collection 


Back cover: The re-railing of 
LBSC tank ‘Patcham’ after the 
1906 Cocking derailment 
(Other pictures elsewhere) 
Photo: Lens of Sutton 


CRT LAVE 
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HEREFORD 1858 


TOTAL COLLAPSE ON THE 
WEST MIDLAND 


Bridge failures, when not caused by 
swollen rivers, were often the result 
flaws in the metal from which they wer 
constructed. These were very diffic 
detect and some girders 
increasing weight of t 
collapsing - as in th 


near Norwood Juncti 
1891 just after the p 
The pictures her 
the earliest ever 
show the after 
newly erected 
at Hereford in 1 
which was passir 


Photos: Author's collect 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
RITICISED 


On 20th February 1860, the 
tyre if the leading wheel of an 


es 


2 
u eo 
‘not an uncommon practice aneren ‘ 
to screw down the Salter type valves - 
to get the most out of their engines. The 
photograph shows the extensive damage 

caused to a Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway 


locomotive by a boiler explosion. 


Photo: Author's collection 


BOAT TRAIN WRECKED 


in the early morning hours of 12th November 1890, a Great 
Western narrow gauge down goods with a broad gauge pilot engine 
stopped at Norton Fitzwarren, just outside Taunton. While the 
weggons were being shunted, the broad gauge engine waited on 
the Devon & Somerset branch line. 

On completion of the shunting operations, the driver of the 
goods was instructed to cross over to the up line to clear the down 
for s fast goods. Having done so, he quite properly changed his 
leading light from green to red and, once the fast goods had passed, 
he again changed the light, wrongly assuming that he would 


immediately be given the road, Unfortunately, the signalman was 
under the impression that the goods standing on the up line had 
been shunted into a siding. The guard should have reminded the 
Signalman that his train had been standing at the signal for jonger 
than the time specified in the standing rule, but he neglected to 
do so, Unaware of the trap awaiting it, the signalman pulled off 
his up signals for a special Plymouth to Paddington boat train 

It was a light train, a 2-4-0 tank with two coaches and a van 
and, assisted by the down gradient of Wellington Bank, it was 
travelling at about 60 mph when it hit the goods, whose green 
leading light had given the driver of the special no warning. Of 
the train’s fifty passengers, ten were killed and nine injured. 


Photo: L&GAP Collection, courtesy David & Charles 


All the 3521's were withdrawn 
shortly afterwards and rebuilt as 
tender engines, 

The bottom picture shows the 
salvage of 3542, a labour-intensive 
job. 

Photos: D. C. Vosper collection 
Fisher Barham collection 


SNOWDON 1896 


DISASTER ON OPENING 
DAY 


On 6th April 1896, opening day 
of the Snowdon Mountain Railway, 
engine No,1 Ladas took the first 
train to the summit. 

To cope with the gradients of up 
to 1 in 5%, pinions on the engine's 
axle engaged a rack in the centre of 
the track, the wheels being free to 
revolve on the axle, On the descent, 
braking was effected by leaving the 
engine in forward gear and relying on 
the compression of air in the 
cylinders, This was perfectly safe 
provided that the rack and pinions 
remained engaged. 
On the 1 in 5% descent near 
Clogwyn Ladas became derailed 
and, with the pinions out of the 
rack, rapidly gained speed. On the 
descent the coaches were not 
coupled to the engine and they 
were brought to a stand by an 
automatic brake, The driver and 
fireman jumped clear before Ladas 
plunged several hundred feet into 
8 ravine, 

The line was closed for twelve 


HEATHFIELD 1897 
UNHAPPY ANNIVERSARY 


At Heathfield on September 1st 1897, the anniversary 
of the opening of the Landon, Brighton & South Coast 
line, a passenger train became derailed. All but one of the 
coaches fell down the curving embankment and the driver 
was killed. Photo: Lens of Sutton 


TROUBLE WITH CARRIAGES 
RUNAWAYS ON THE LSWR 


Runaway rolling stock could cause havoc on graded 
sections of line, Usually victims of bad shunting or 
ineffective brakes, runaways could sometimes run for 
miles unchecked. Runaway carriages collided with this 
LSWR Adams 0-4-2, No.62, seen at Eastleigh for repairs 
in April 1899. Photo: Author's collection 


TAFF VALE TRIBULATIONS 


Controlling heavy trains of loose-coupled, poorly braked waggons on s 
called for considerable skill on the part of enginemen, and derailments were not 
uncommon. A double-headed coal train came to grief on an embankment on the Taff 
Vale line at Mountain Ash on 16th October 1899, 


Photo: Author's collection 


(HARCOURT STREET 19000 
TOO FAR, TOO FAST 


On 20th February 1900, the 0-6-0 Wicklow, of the Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford 
Railway (later the Dublin & South-East), with twenty-six cattle trucks behind it, failed 
10 pull up at Harcourt Street terminus, It ran through the buffer stops and the station 


LONESOME GAP 1900 


TROUBLE AT 
LONESOME GAP 


On the Knoxville, Cumber- 
land Gap and Louisville Railway, 
in the USA, there was a standing 
rule that trains running over 
Lonesome Gap viaduct were not 
to be double-headed. In 1900 
this rule was contravened with 
disastrous consequences to both 
viaduct and train. 

The pictures were taken before 
and after the incident. 


Photos: Author's collection 


COCKING 1904 
RECOVERY CRANES IN ACTION 


'n early 1904, the London, Brighton & South Coast Re 
0-4-2 tank No.239 Patcham, hauling a goods train, was d 
at Cocking. These pictures, taken during re-railing Operatio 
include two 15 ton cranes, built in 1898 but not withdrawn 
the early 1960's, Such cranes formed part of the special brea 


y depots Up 
trains once a common sight at major steam locomotive 
and down the country, 


Photos: Author's collection 


Si 


SHREWSBURY 1907 station was blocked, The Crewe Bank signaiman 
7 signals at d in order to stop and warn the 


signals, speed had to be reduced to 10 mph on 
in order to negotiate a curve of onty 600 feet red 

However, despite the adverse signals and the 
passed Crewe Bank box at high speed and the 
the signal: ‘Train running away on right tine” 

Smphenson left the track on the curve, remained | 
yards tearing up ballast and sleepers before toppling OAt®) 
140 yards of double track were damaged and 18 people 

Joth driver and fireman were experienced and 
travelling over the te, but as both were killed the case) 
accident has never been established, 

The photograph shows the engine being pulled clear Of) 


wreckage: 


MYSTERY OF THE NIGHT MAIL 


TORSIDE 1913 


OVERCOME BY SMOKE 


A Great Central coal 
possible that the enginemen v 
in Woodhead tunne 
incidents were not unco 

Photo: D. L. Franks collection tunnels during the age of st 


cause quite a stir. 
A good proportion of the populace of Burnham-on-Sea, 
and were Somerset & Dorset Railway branch, had their Easter Monday 9 
1914 enlivened by the derailment there of 0-4-4T No.52 and it 
Photo: C, & J. Clark Ltd of Street 


‘MINOR DERAILMENTS 
OFF THE ROAD ON THE 
LB&SCR 


Stroudley 0-4-2 tanks in trouble, 
at Brighton (be/ow) and at Little- 
hampton on the London, Brighton 
& South Coast Railway in pre- 
ed days, The D1 class tended 

en running fast, at times 
so that the movement 
felt in the last coach of the 
ever, they figure so 
in LBSC derailments 
jot through any defect 
because no less than 


local was frequently sent 
passing loop at Quintinsh' 
relief signalman would be adv 
ments by Gretna box and he w 
there, arriving at Quintinshill at: 
6 am onwards, his partner would 
entries on a sheet of paper, these 
into the register in the correct handwi 
When Tinsley joined Meakin in the 
that morning, he found that the down lo 
occupied by a goods train, accepted at 6.14 
crossed the local to the up main line whet 
stopped in full view of the box, Although he 
lever collars to warn him of the presence of 
train, he did not use them. He had been offer 
train of empty waggons by Kirkpatrick, but 
could not take it he decided to hold this in 
loop and it arrived just as Tinsley entered the’ 
Both loops and the up main now held trains, 
Meakin chatted with the two goods train 
and the fireman of the local who had come t 
with Rule 55, but who left however without firs 
checking to see whether his train was protected | 
signal lever collars. 1t was during this time that one 0 
other of the signalmen sent ‘Train out of section’ to 
Kirkpatrick, for the empty goods, ister of the 
Blocking Back signal which should have een sent 
since the local was still standing on the up line 
Shortly after his arrival, Tinsley received 4 message 
that a special up troop train carrying a regiment of 
the 7th Royal Scots could be expected to pas? 
Quintinshill at about 6.45, The stage was now set !o! 
the worst accident in British railway history: 
At 6.38, Tinsley lowered his down signals for the 
first of the Scotch expresses, which was running 


thirty minutes behind time. Two or three 
minutes later he was offered, and accepted, 
p train, Gretna accepted in turn 


“the up (roo, 
and Tinsley gave it a clear road 


Four-coupled No,121 with its 15 coach 
troop train was running very fast down a 1 in 
200 gradient when her driver saw the local in 
his path. The violent collision set the local’s 
coaches back for over a hundred yards and 
its engine came to rest across both up and 
down lines, as did No, 121, The troop train 
wes compressed into one third of its former 
length. The guard of the local now attempted 
to stop the down Scotch express by running 
beck up the line, The leading driver saw his 
signa! but es only one minute had elapsed 
since the first collision there wes insufficient 
werning to stop the double-headed 600 ton 
train travelling at high speed under clear 
‘tignais, The express ploughed into the mass 
of wreckage, already burning fiercely as the 
gas from the high pressure cylinders of the 
troop train had been ignited by engine coals. 

‘On the troop train, the number of soldiers 
killed was never accurately established, but 
Officially the Quintinshal disaster Gaimed 
227 ves and seriously injured 245, 


Photos: Gun Edwards coliection 


DIGGLE 1923 


RED FLAG CONFUSION 


On 5th July 19 

at Diggle near Manche 

a goods train on the south 
using a red flag fi 

he had no inner ho! 


nan, obeying 


moved off 
in the path 
collide 

The picts 
engine, Expe 
George Findlay 


Photo: Pet 


PLYMOUTH 1924 


BURIED BY COAL 


falling gradient, finally hitting the buffers with such 
force that six waggons were crushed. Both driver and 
fireman narrowly escaped being killed. 


Photo: BBC Hulton Picture Library 


THROUGH THE BUFFERS 


On many occasions, either through faulty 
the drivers, engines have hit buffer stops at 
have suffered no more than a jolt, but on 2 
when this LMS engine demolished the buff 
but fortunately came to a stand short of the neiti 


HAZARDOUS CROSSING 


One of three crossing accidents in 1928 took plac 
No,3253 was approaching Shepreth station with s 
Passenger train when a laden lorry reached the level 
engine hit the lorry and was derailed with five of 
which drew attention to the urgent need to bring com 
increasing weight, within the scope of the regulations alr 
of traction engines over unsignalled crossings. 


Photos: BBC Hulton Picture Library 


ASHCHURCH 1928 
DISASTER AT ASHCHURCH 


id snow, often made it 


ind a number of accidents trains and road vehicles, 


that some form of audible the weight of the obstrus 
tern Automatic Train Control, be 


e LMS in October 1928 and Unfortunately, this 


ind was at Ashchurch, on the main the crossing at Wormley, e 


it was decided that a goods should November 1934. The 8,3: 
xpress, hauled 

D16/2 4-4-0, hit a lorry 

Both footplatemen were | 

engine travelled a short di 

crossing and then fell onto its s 


y fog at Ashchurch at the time and the driver of 
t, may not have known that 
ssing a distant signal at danger. Although there was serious 
sods train - hit in the process of ing back - only 
ahtly loaded fourteen coach express, 


Photos: BBC Hulton Pi 


n Station, Southern 
ber 1934, when 


KING'S LANGLEY 1935 


FOUR LINES BLOCKED A KING IS DOWNED 


Rarely has a multiple collision caused On 15th January 1936, a coal wlan 
so much disruption to r. ffic as did iE 


the incident at King’s Langley, Herts, on res left pte ee oes a 
the LMS, Just before midnight on 14th x it was to be diverted to the up. 
1935, an express freight on the up the up Penzance-Paddington sleeping 
line stopped becsuse dafective Just before the train reached, Shriver 
vacuum brake, coming to a stand just short waggons and the brake van became deta¢ 
of a track circuit. Due to a mistake in coupling broke, coming to rest between th 
‘blocking’ it was hit in the rear by a milk signal and a track circuit. As the train p 
train, its waggons being thrown onto the signal box, the signalman there only though 
down slow , Fight in the path of a tail light. Nevertheless, he sent ‘Train out o! aS 
d goods train. This was derailed Marston Crossing, the next box to the west, thus cl 
across the up slow where it was, in turn, the starting signal lock there. Three minutes later 
hit by a coal train. accepted the sleeper, unaware that six waggo! 
All four lines were blocked for unprotected on the main line. 
At Ashbury Crossing, the signalman 
telephone when the coal train turned into the 
did not see a tail lamp, but as he could see t 


twenty-four hours. 


Photo: BBC Hulton Picture Library 


Left: An express fitted 
Manchester to St Pancras, ead 
LMS 2-6-0 No.2765, was 

just outside West Hampstead 
On 23rd February 1937. 


Photos: BBC Hulton Picture: 


RAILCAR 


m steam railcar left Ealing 


Denham on the evening 
1937, The dense fog which 
made signal reading 
driver was unaware that 
ich ended in a buffer 
al box, The railcar 
block, driving it into 


“HATFIELD 1939 
BAD DAY AT HATFIELD 


Two accidents occurred near Hatfield o 
26th January 1939, In the first, an empty fish 
train collided with the reer of a passenger train 
fortunately also empty - the only damage being 
to the engine of the fish train, 

The second accident, shown here, was also 
8 rear end collision but much more serious, The 
8.25 am Cambridge to King’s Cross train, headed 
by V2 No,4813,ran into the back of the delayed 
7.34 train from Cambridge to King’s Cross, just 
after leaving Hatfield, The locomotive embedded 
itself into the rear coach and two people were 
killed and seven injured, 


Photo: BBC Hulton Picture Library 


WRONG LINE FROW 
TAUNTON 


On 4th November 1940, 
9.50 pm Paddington to Penzal 
sleeping car express drew into 
Taunton station just over an hour 
late. The usual difficulties assoc 
iated with war-time working — 
blitz damage, the blackout and 
overcrowded trains — were 
aggravated by the weather 
conditions. It was a very dark 
night, it was raining and a strong 
westerly was blowing as No.6028 
King George VI drew out of 
Taunton on the down relief line. 

Normally, on leaving the 
platform, it would have crossed 
to the down main to the right of 


sperelie? line. However 
decided that the 


yasronning shead of time and 
not booked to stop st Taunton. 
‘Theexpress could later join the 
down main at the end of the 
satiet line via-a cross-over 
protected by trap points. The 
appropriate signals atong (his 
section were to the left of each 


INTO THE MUD © 
On 19th August 1949, L i 


3260 left the rails 
and water of the South Drain drainage c 
‘After being hauled out it was scrapped, 


Photo: L&GRP, courtesy David & Charles 


MULTIPLE CRASH AT HARROW (below) 


converging on the London termini, it was often 


(On many lines i 
practice to give commuter services priority over late-running 
es 29 ‘Such was the case at Harrow & Wealdstone station on 8th 


October 1952. “ . 
The crowded local train from Tring to Euston had been crossed 

from the up slow to the up fast main, to pull up at the platform. To 

it, the up distant colour light signal and both outer home and 


semaphores were showing their correct caution and danger 


ne Perth to Euston sleeping car express, headed by pacific 

City of Glasgow, 1% hours behind time, ran through the 
snd the trailing crossover to collide with the local, reducing it 
of wreckage. and continuing for a further 80 yards before 

cross the down fast line. Shortly before the accident, 

spted a northbound express and had cleared 
fore he could throw them to danger, the heavy 
‘outer home, double-headed by Jubilee No.45637 
pacific No.46202 Princess Anne. They hit 
line, were flung over the platform, 
and came to rest on the Watford line. 
ion, the casualties were heavy - second 
intinshill, One hundred and twenty-two 
Photo: Keystone 


BARNES 1955 
FAIL-SAFE FAILURE 


The Sykes lock-and-block system was in use at th 
rear end collision at Barnes Junction, Southern Reg 
December 1955. Signals were interlocked with th 
and a backlocking treadle on each track ensured 
to pass over it before a second could be accepted by the 
on the same line. However, as he might need to set his sig 
danger at any time, and also to avoid traffic congestion shoulc 
fault develop in the system's equipment, he wes provided w 
release key. Strict rules governed the use of this key, but the 
not always observed, 

On the night in question, a goods train was being held on the 
down main line at Barnes Junction, but the signalman had over- 
looked its presence. When a down electric train was offered to him 
and he found he could not accept it, he assumed that there was a 
fault in the lock-and-block system, used his release key and pulled 
off his signals for the passenger train. 

The electric crashed into the rear of the goods, The wooden 
bodywork of the first coach was soon ablaze, set alight by arcing 
between the electrified lines, Eleven passengers and the motorman 
from the electric train and the guard from the goods were killed. 

The photograph shows the scene of the crash the morning after, 
with the burnt out coach in the foreground and the wrecked guards 
van of the goods just beyond. Photo: BBC Hulton Picture Library 


joc 


at or 


MULTIPLE CRASH AT HARROW (below) 


On many lines converging on the London termini, it wes often 
ge practice to give commuter services priority over late-running 
expresses. Such wes the case et Harrow & Wealdstone station on Sth 
eraber 1962. 

The crowded local train from Tring to Euston had been crossed 
from the up slow to the up fast main, to pull up at the platform. To 
protect it, the up distant colour light signal and both outer home and 
home semaphores were showing their correct caution and danger 


Perth to Euston sleeping car express, headed by pacific 
i2 City of Glasgow, 112 hours behind time, ran through the 
nd the trailing crossover to collide with the local, reducing it 
‘ fwreckage, and continuing for a further 80 yards before 
facross the down fast line. Shortly before the accident, 
leccepted s northbound express and had cleared 

E Before he could throw them to danger, the heavy 


Pacific No.46202 Princess Anne. They hit 
nline, were flung over the platform, 
‘and came to rest on the Watford line. 
the casualties were heavy - second 
hill. One hundred and twenty-two 

Photo: Keystone 


‘Outer home, double-headed by Jubilee No.45637 


BARNES 1955 
FAIL-SAFE FAILURE 


The Sykes lock-end-block system 
rear end collision at Barnes Junct 
December 1955, Signals were inte 
and a backlocking treadle on each track e 
to pass over it before a second could be 
on the same line. However, as he migh 
danger at any time. and also to avoid traffic oo 
fault develop in the system's equipment, he was p 
release key. Strict rules governed the use of this key 
not always observed. 

On the night in question, a goods train wes deing held © 
down main line at Barnes Junction, but the signalman hac ove 
looked its presence, When a down electric train wes o 
and he found he could not secept it, he sssumed ths! 
fault in the lock-snd-block system, used his release key and p siled 
off his signals for the passenger train. 

The electric crashed into the rear of the goods. The wooden 
bodywork of the first coach was soon ablaze, set alight by arcing 
between the electrified lines. Eleven passengers and the motorman 
from the electric train and the guard from the goods were killed. 

The photograph shows the scene of the crash the morning after, 
with the burnt out coach in the foreground and the wrecked guards 
van of the goods just beyond. Photo: BBC Hulton Picture Library 


WELWYN GARDEN CITY 1957 
EXPRESS RAMS LOCAL 


At about ten past seven on the 
morning of 7th January 1957, the 
6.18 am Eastern Region local from 
Baldock to King’s Cross had just left 
Welwyn Garden City station, its six 
coaches headed by a 2-6-4 tank 
No.67741. It had crossed to the main 
line, passed the advanced starter ot 
clear and was proceeding at about 
30 mph when it was hit in the rear 


by an eleven coach 


berdeen express. 


Although there were track magnets 


at distant signals between Grantham 


snd King’s Cross, the express engin 
\2/3 pac 60520 Ow 
had nott titted with th 
He d 
4 that 
1 heref 
's were exp! rei 
there we u signalling 
n at Welwyn Garden City, but 


indless and tha 


ectly on for both expresses 


Photo: BBC Hulton Picture Library 


£ ON WESTERN REGION 


morning of 12th November 1958, a 
scident was only narrowly avoided at 
ction, Swindon, The driver of ex-GWR 
‘on the up loop with a freight train, 
main signals - lowered for a South 
-his own. He over-ran the up loop 
smashed through the buffer 
waggons fell across the running 
Shrewsbury Castle was passing 
newspaper train. The Castle 
although badly damaged, 
and the driver, despite being 
fractured pipe, brought 
The crew of 4707 warned the 
waving a red light and it was 
ed before it too collided 


‘ions being made to 


incident illustrated 
porth Grange 
North Road on 


now occupied by the County. Quite naturally, the 
driver is happy to hand the problem over to the 
experts. 

Minor incidents in themselves, such derailments 
were often in stations or other areas of complicated 
pointwork and could cause serious disruptions to 
traffic. 


OUT OF LINE 


5, simple but powerful 2-10-0 heavy goods engines, proved to 

of British steam; the last class to be built. On the 12th September 
own derailed at Parson Street Junction, Bristol. Fouling two 
weighty problem for the breakdown gang. 


Photo: T.W, Nicholls 


